
 
 

 

 

Calgary Duplicate Bridge Association 

ACBL Unit 390 – Annual General Meeting 

June 9, 2018    11:00 a.m.  Kerby Centre, Calgary 

 

Welcome and Introduction 

John Sharpe, President, called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m.  He introduced the members of the 2017-18 
Board and thanked them.  He also thanked those members who are not returning to their positions: Dev Drysdale, 
Tracy Horan, and Delores Hedley. 

Confirmation of Quorum 

A quorum of thirty was required and over eighty members were in attendance. 

Approval of Agenda 

Steve Lawrence moved and Gail Bews seconded that the agenda be accepted as presented.  Carried 

Approval of Minutes of 2017 AGM & the Special Meeting of March 24, 2018 

Marlene Fuller moved and Maged Wafa seconded that the minutes be approved as presented.  Carried 

President’s Report 

John presented his report outlining the activities of the Unit this past year.   Tracy Horan moved and Carol 
McManus seconded that the President’s message be accepted.  Carried.  The report is appended. 

Treasurer’s Report  

Ed Lamb, treasurer, presented the financial statements for 2017-18 and the budget for the coming year.  Nick 
Gartaganis queried the reason for the large increase in hospitality expenses for the year.  Ed responded that the 
cost of the Special Meeting in March to approve the By-Law changes accounted for the increase.   Andrew Serafini 
asked if regional fees would be going up.  Myron Achtman mentioned that there are expenses attached to teaching 
bridge in the schools.  Keith Falkenberg moved and Barbara Webster seconded that the report be accepted as 
read.  Carried.  The report is appended to these minutes. 

Appointment of Auditors for 2018 – 2019 

Doug Mann has indicated that he will continue to be the auditor for Unit 390 for the current year. 
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Presentation of Ace of Clubs, Mini McKenney Awards, and other Special Presentations 

After briefly reviewing the parameters of the awards, Judy Gartaganis announced the winners’ names and presented the 
Certificates and the Medals to those attending.  Photos of the winners were captured for the website. 

Ace of Clubs - A list of winners is attached.   

Mini McKenney - A list of winners is attached.   

Special Presentations – none 

Election of Directors 2018-2019 

Unit 390 members who have agreed to stand for the following Board Director positions are 

• John Sharpe – President 

• Lyman Warner – Vice President 

• Judy Madge – Secretary 

• Ed Lamb – Treasurer  

• Carrie Stockman, Jo Peterson - Tournaments 

• Susan Korba – Future Masters 

• Judy Gartaganis – Membership 

• Marvis Olson – Special Events 

• Caroleigh Houghton – Information/Publicity Officer  

• Myron Achtman – Bridge in Schools 

Tracy Horan moved and Caroleigh Houghton seconded that the nominations close.  Carried.  Tracy Horan and 
Doug Mann moved that those who are nominated be elected.  Carried. 

Questions from the Floor 

Jane Lamont shared her success with teaching bridge to school students. 

Roxanne Rees asked about the new bridge venue being planned in Calgary.  Abdul Fakih responded on behalf of 
the non-profit group (CCBL) that is seeking this new venue.  This group has been working to establish a Calgary 
Bridge Centre for the past ten years.  They are closer now, but as they are still in the midst of negotiations, Abdul 
cannot provide details.  Anyone interested in joining this group should come forward, as it is open to all Calgary 
bridge players. 

Adjournment 

Marlene Fuller moved and Elaine Stewart seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 12:23 p.m.  Carried. 
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Addendum to the Minutes:  President’s Message   

 

Unit 390 President’s Annual Report - 2018 

The membership of Unit 390 did not achieve the stellar performance achieved in 2016-2017.  However, 

the membership over the period April 1st 2017 to March 31st 2018 did increase by 7 to 949.  In April 

another 15 joined to bring the total to 964.  This includes 13 new temporary members.  Whether or not 

the new policy of the ACBL, which requires temporary membership of the ACBL to play in a Sectional 

or Regional, will lead to more membership in the long term remains to be seen. 

The Unit has provided additional opportunities for newer members to achieve silver points by holding 

two 299er Sectionals.  These were a great success and attracted over 240 tables.  Thanks to Tracy Horan, 

Dev Drysdale and all their assistants in making these events so successful.   

Unfortunately the other event geared towards rookies, the Rookie / Master team event, had to be 

cancelled owing to a major winter snowstorm.  Hopefully the event this coming February will not suffer 

the same fate. 

The Sectionals continue to be well supported, attracting 1149 tables compared with 1060 last year, an 

increase of 8%.  I believe that this indicates that the new venue at the Clarion has been accepted and that 

Carrie Stockman and her tournament committee are doing a great job.  The new table covers designed 

and made by Caroleigh Houghton are also contributing to a more professional environment. 

A Special Meeting of the Unit was held on March 24th with the objective of modifying the bylaws and 

the proposed changes were approved. In the old bylaws the number of directors was fixed at nine (9) and 

the officers, i.e. President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, were elected by the membership, not 

the board.  Consequently the directors did not have the authority to appoint a successor following the 

resignation or removal of an officer during their term of office.  The new bylaws have changed the 

number of directors to between seven (7) and twelve (12) and the election of officers is now a board 

responsibility.  In addition there were several minor changes to improve clarity.  As a consequence this 

meeting will be shorter than previously because the membership will no longer have to appoint the 

officers.  The meeting turned out to be rather expensive for the Unit since the Clarion provided sufficient 

pizza to feed the 5,000, not the 60 members in attendance. 

It is still early days for the 2018 Mentorship Program, but it is hoped that the new Mentorship Vision, 

Purpose and Strategic Plan 2018, which is available on the website, will provide clearer guidelines for 

both mentors and mentees as to what is expected from program participants.  Thanks  to Brian Johns and 

Sandra Evans for taking over the responsibility for this program and to Janet Sharpe for handling the 

distribution of the free plays.  Thanks also to Nancy Stewart for her leadership on the program over the 

past several years.  It is much appreciated.  

The applications so far have not included significant interest from members in the 200 to 750 

masterpoint range for either mentees or mentors.  I do not understand this but request that if you know of 
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anyone in this range please suggest to them that there are significant advantages in becoming involved 

with the program.  As a mentee the advantages are obvious, but as a mentor there are also benefits 

associated with having to make sure that your knowledge of conventions, card distributions, safety plays 

etc. is absolutely clear so that you can impart that knowledge successfully.  

The Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKenney awards for the Unit will be handed out later in this meeting.  

However, I wish to recognize players who achieved success at the District and National levels. In the 

Mini-Richmond, which is a Canada wide event, Michael Serafini was the winner in the 5-20 point 

category and Dorothy Mersereau was the winner in the 500-1000 point category.  In the District 18 

Mini-McKenney there were eight (8) winners from Unit 390.  Robert Stothers 0-5, Michael Serafini 5-

20, Danuta Trafford 20-50, Brent Muir 100-200, Mary Anne Crookes 200-500, Dorothy Mersereau 500-

1000, Helen Dillen 1000-1500 and Nicholas Gartaganis 10,000+.  Robert Stothers, Michael Serafini and 

Brent Muir were also winners of the District 18 Ace of Clubs. Congratulations to them all. 

The Unit has modified the travel policy with most subsidies being increased 100%.  Although this 

subsidy does not come close to covering the costs of attending the finals of the Grand National Teams, 

the North American Pairs or the Canadian Bridge Federation Championships, it does help and hopefully 

will encourage more people to enter into these events. 

On the topic of the Canadian Bridge Federation Championships, I am not sure that many of you are 

aware of the marathon endurance required to win this event.  The round robin lasts for four days, 

followed by a day and a half quarter final, a day and a half semi-final followed by a two day final.  A 

total of 466 boards over nine days.  Quite the endurance feat and I am pleased to announce that Judy and 

Nicholas Gartaganis were again on the winning team and will represent Canada at the World Series in 

Orlando in September.  I am sure that you will join me in wishing them every success. 

The Unit has been unsuccessfully attempting to introduce bridge into schools for the past few years.  I 

am now delighted to report that this past year Myron Achtman contacted Gary Strother, the 

Superintendent of the Catholic School Board, and with his assistance has successfully introduced bridge 

into St. Jude’s Elementary school in Woodbine.  He has a class of 10, reduced from the initial 

complement of 22, which was too many to handle.  There were 14, 40 minute bridge classes held during 

lunch times and at the conclusion of the program the students were displaying excellent bridge etiquette, 

were able to play no trump, major and minor suit contracts, and weak 2’s. 

The school principal, Robert Brabec, is excited about continuing the program this fall.  However, to 

expand the program there is clearly a need for more instructors.  Myron has a lesson plan that works and 

is prepared to offer instructional workshops to explain his lesson plan to anyone who wishes to teach 

bridge to schoolchildren.  I hope that several of you will take this opportunity to introduce bridge into 

schools because the future of the game depends on getting the younger generation interested.  Many 

thanks to you Myron, this is a major breakthrough. 

Finally I wish to thank all the Unit Associates, club managers, directors and teachers without whom the 

Unit could not function successfully.  Over the past year there have been several changes.  The caddy 
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master position has been taken over by Delores Hedley, thanks to Mike D’Aguiar; the mentorship has 

been taken over by Brian Johns and Sandra Evans, thanks to Nancy Stewart; the photographer position 

has been taken over by Milt and Sharon Mansell following the passing of Susan Julius, she will be 

greatly missed; Unit assets have been transferred to Barbara Webster in recognition of the fact that she 

has been doing the job for some time, but thanks are due to Steve Lawrence the nominal position holder; 

notices have been assigned to David Ho, thanks to Crystal Mann who has held the position for some 

years; and finally Jim Murphy who has taken over the new position of Unit trailer and maintenance.    

This concludes the report. 

John Sharpe, President ACBL Unit 390 
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Addendum #2 to the Minutes:  Award Winners 

 
Presentations:  2017 Ace of Clubs Certificates 

0 to 5 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Robert Stothers 

5 to 20 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Michael Serafini 

20 to 50 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - ThomasTrafford 

50 to 100 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Katie Trafford 

100 to 200 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Brent Muir 

200 to 300 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Mary Anne Crookes 

300 to 500 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Pat Anderson 

500 to 1000 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Dale Bercov 

1000 to 1500 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Helen Dillen 

1500 to 2500 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Dave Adelman 

2500 to 3500 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Maged Wafa 

3500 to 5000 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Keith Moores 

5000 to 7500 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Abdul Fakih 

7500 to 10,000 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Steven Lawrence 

Over 10,000 Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race - Gerry Marshall 

 

Presentations:  2017 Mini-McKenney Awards 

0 to 5 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Robert Stothers 

5 to 20 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Michael Serafini 

20 to 50 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Danuta Trafford 

50 to 100 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Devra Drysdale 

100 to 200 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Brent Muir 

200 to 300 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Mary Anne Crookes 
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300 to 500 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Andy McKaig 

500 to 1000 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Dorothy Mersereau 

1000 to 1500 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Helen Dillen 

1500 to 2500 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Dave Adelman 

2500 to 3500 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Jadwiga Polujan 

3500 to 5000 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Perry Khakhar 

5000 to 7500 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Daniel Bertrand 

7500 to 10,000 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Judith Gartaganis 

Over 10,000 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race - Nicholas Gartaganis 
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Addendum to the Minutes:  Treasurer’s Report
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